
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

19 MAY 2021 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a regular meeting at 7:30 PM, on May 19, 2021 through Zoom 
Meeting. The Meeting ID is 207 812 8623 and the phone number needed to call in is 1-929-205-6099. 

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar, Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief: John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer:  Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Jennifer Herodes,  Gregory Folchetti 
Clerk & Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer:  Donna Milazzo  

Pledge to flag. 

Regular Meeting  

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

1. Walter Brewster House. 
1.1. Apartment at Walter Brewster House. Ms. Nancy Hack and Ms. Denise Bassett discuss the apartment in the 

basement of the Walter Brewster House, and are requesting that they are only charged for one unit as the 
apartment is not used. The Village Board, Counsel Herodes and Mr. Bill Scorca, Code Enforcement Officer, discuss 
the process on how to ensure the apartment is considered illegitimate. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to allow the 
Walter Brewster House to be listed as a single unit dwelling as of the next billing cycle so long as the usage is not 
listed in building department files, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. Counsel Herodes reiterates that there 
must not be anything on file that would allow the apartment to be legal. 

1.2. Shows at Walter Brewster House. Mr. Fred Bomba, Trustee of the Historic Preservations Society presents his ideas 
to the Board regarding concerts at the Walter Brewster House. The Board and Mr. Bomba discuss his ideas 
regarding electricity, the space and the possibility of using Wells Park. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks that Mr. Bomba 
write out a more concrete plan and submit it to the Board of Trustees for review.  

2. Brewster Public Library. Mr. Peter Carey, President of the Brewster Public Library, is requesting that the money that was 
paid out for application fees, to be paid back to the Brewster Library. The Village Board and the Library Board discuss 
the application and permit fees that were paid and where that money goes to. Mr. Carey notes a conversation about 
refunding unused money two years ago, and Deputy Mayor Piccini states that this would be in reference to escrow. The 
Board of Trustees ultimately decides that the Village is unable to pay back the money that the Brewster Library paid as 
it was paid in a different fiscal year that has already ended. The Library Board thanks the Village Board for their time. 

3. Monthly Reports 
3.1. Police Report, April, 2021. Chief John Del Gardo delivers the Police Report for April, 2021. Trustee Bryde notes the 

increase in the tickets, especially stop signs, speeding, unlicensed operator, and handicapped parking. She is 
surprised that there is only one following too close but is happy that the police are catching those people. Trustee 
Bryde notes the five vehicle accidents around the Village and asks where these took place and Chief Del Gardo 
explains the accidents were in five different spots. Trustee Bryde asks if the noise complaint was legitimate and 
Chief Del Gardo confirms this. Trustee Bryde mentions the traffic ticket increase, parking ticket increase, and notes 
that the problem is getting worse and worse. Chief Del Gardo says this increase is happening in other districts as 
well. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Police Report for April, 2021, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

3.2. Code Enforcement Report, April, 2021. Mr. Bill Scorca, Code Enforcement Officer, delivers the Code Enforcement 
Report for April, 2021. Mr. Scorca informs the Board of the various ongoing projects in the Village including 22 
Eastview, the General Bakery at 871 Route 22, 76 Gas Station Sign will be replaced by the weekend, and 85 Main 



Street. He also informs the Board that the former El Dorado is staying open later and cannot do that. Mr. Scorca 
discusses the requirement of Nox Boxes and outdoor dining. Mr. Scorca also discusses the Brewster Public Library 
regarding the Certificate of Occupancy is being held up due to trip hazard, the sidewalk in front of the Brewster 
Library, and drop off on the side of the building, that even though it’s not a handicapped ramp, it should still be 
safe. Trustee Bryde notes that it was an issue in December and was discussed at a previous walk through. Mr. 
Scorca confirms this and also mentions the runoff on the patio that may leak into the side door. Mayor Schoenig 
motions to accept the Code Enforcement Report for April, 2021, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

4. MS4 Adoption & Signature – Resolution 051921-1. Trustee Boissonnault makes a motion to approve Resolution 051921-
1, for the adoption and to authorize the Mayor’s signature for the MS4 Report, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0. 

5. Budget Adjustments. Clerk Chiudina presents the following budget adjustments to FY 2021.  

 

 



 

 

 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the budget adjustments listed above, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

6. Relevy Report & Approval. Clerk Chiudina explains that the Village was able to relevy the sewer and the refuse but not 
the water according to the bill signed by Governor Cuomo. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the Relevy Report, 
Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

7. Tax Warrant Approval – Resolution 051921-2. Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve Resolution 051921-2 to 
authorize the Mayor to sign the Tax Warrant, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

8. Putnam County Highway Department - Use of 25 Marvin Avenue. Clerk Chiudina explains that the Putnam County 
Highway Department would like to use 25 Marvin Avenue as a field office for the Sodom Road Bridge Repair Project. 
Mayor Schoenig asks if Putnam County is aware that the Village is looking to sell 25 Marvin Avenue this year and Clerk 
Chiudina confirms this and states that Putnam County is hoping to be done with the project by November, 2021. Mayor 
Schoenig motions to allow the use until needed, so long as the Village owns the space, and gets the insurance 
certificate and coordinates with Health Department regarding the space, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

9. GENTECH Quote for Rt 22 Pump Station Switch Panel. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the quote from GENTECH for 
$4,650.00 for the Rt 22 Pump Station Switch Panel, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  



10. Correspondence sent & received for April, 2021. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the Correspondence sent & 
received for April, 2021, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.  

11. Minutes for Approval – May 5, 2021. Trustee Bryde motions to approve the May 5, 2021 Minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 
2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

12. Vouchers Payable. Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers at Village Hall and found everything in order. 
12.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $25,440.37 
12.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 20,286.96 
12.3. EN -  ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW ACCT 2,403.75 
12.4. F -  WATER FUND 352,852.94 
12.5. G - SEWER FUND 24,221.64 
12.6. H64 -  STREET MILLING & PAVING PROJECT – 2019 712.50 
12.7. H65 -  WELLS PARK BIKE PATH CONNECTOR 3,020.00 
12.8. TA -  TRUST & AGENCY  7,558.75 

Total Vouchers Payable $436,496.91 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  

13. Other Business 
13.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini would like to start working on the refuse contract bidding process. Clerk Chiudina will 

begin getting that information together and will send it to Deputy Mayor Piccini. Deputy Mayor Piccini also asks 
that the Board looks through the current contract and make note of items the Board may want to change.   

13.2. Trustee Bryde reminds the Board that the Memorial Day parade is on Monday, May 31, 2021, and Mayor 
Schoenig ordered flowers. Trustee Bryde asks about the discussion regarding the Peddler’s Permit to sell food in 
the Tri State Lot and Clerk Chiudina states that the Department of Environmental Protection said no and the 
applicant will try to follow up with DEP.  

14. New Business 
14.1. Trustee Bryde mentions that the Flag Day ceremony is on Monday, June 14th, at 6:30 PM at the Elk’s Club 

located on Route 22. 
14.2. Trustee Boissonnault notes that the flowers have been planted in the park and it needs to be watered every 

day. He also notes that the park is looking very nice and we are on schedule to open next Friday for the season. 
Trustee Gaspar asks about keeping people out of the park since the chain was cut and Trustee Boissonnault is 
considering putting in a new system to keep the entrance closed at night. Mayor Schoenig notes that the police 
were able to put the pieces of the chain together and lock up the park for now. Mayor Schoenig mentions that 
there was a woman who came into the park while it was closed and was displeased with the condition of the park. 
Trustee Boissonnault notes that the playground equipment is being cleaned and will be in terrific condition for 
opening day.  

15. Public Comment  
15.1. Mr. Scott Seaman, Board of Education Trustee, states there will be a drive-in graduation ceremony on 

Friday, June 18th, at 7:00 PM. He explains that there will be a similar parade as there was last year and is asking 
people to come out to show their support. Mr. Seaman thanks the public for the budget passed yesterday and 
notes that four new trustees are taking over.  

15.2. Town Councilman John Lord mentions the discussion with the Brewster Library and he agrees with the 
Board. Councilman Lord asks if the sale of 25 Marvin Avenue related to the Urban Renewal Project and Mayor 
Schoenig confirms this. Councilman Lord also asks if there is anything new with the Urban Renewal Project and 
Mayor Schoenig states there is nothing new to report.   

16. Mayor Schoenig motions to enter into Executive Session, for contractual reasons, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
17. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of Executive Session, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
18. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  
 











 



 


